
2144 Oct. 24 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

for you on that. If I knew, I probably couldn’t
say, but I don’t know.

But I can tell you, we’re making good
progress. The travel ban is an issue which
will come up. We are trying to take these
issues one by one, as we can. I’m encouraged
by the travel that’s going back and forth in
other countries now, especially between
Israel and Jordan. I’m encouraged by the lift-
ing of the embargo against Israel by the GCC
countries. So this is another barrier that will
surely fall; even though I can’t tell you when,
I think it’ll be sooner rather than later be-
cause we seem to be on a pretty good roll
here.

If the people of Israel can keep their cour-
age up and the people of the Middle East
can keep their courage up and we won’t be
intimidated by these terrorists and enemies
of peace, I think we’ll get there in a reason-
able time. And I thank you for your question.

Q. Mr. President and ladies and gentle-
men, this will be the last question.

Health Care Reform
Q. President Clinton, my question is about

health care and how it might be paid for.
My proposal is that to keep the taxpayers
constantly informed as to the cost of health
care, that a national sales tax be put on every
purchase at the retail level, and that this—
if the expenditures on health care increase
or if they decrease, then that this is—as
quickly as possible be reflected in the
amount of the percent of the tax; also that
tax stamps be put out—Ohio wants to do
that—so the people knew they were paying
for the program. So, sir, to keep the taxpayers
informed, I think the regular tax and the sort
of thing should be adjusted as a function of
time and as a function of the total expendi-
tures.

Would you comment, sir? [Laughter]
The President. Well, there are—I know

you’re laughing, but there are some people
in the Congress who think that health care
should be funded that way, too, with a na-
tional—some sort of national sales levy.

Let me tell you what my problem with it
is. My problem with it is that we are already,
let me say again, we are already spending
14 percent of our income on health care.

Canada spends 10; Germany and Japan are
a little under 9 percent of their income.

Now, part of the reason we spend more
is that we have higher rates of AIDS and
higher rates of violence and higher rates of
some other health problems than they do.
So if we had more people showing up at the
emergency rooms in Cleveland that are cut
up or shot or have drug problems, just to
take three, we’re going to pay more for health
care.

But a lot of it is because our system is
so incredibly inefficient in so many ways. And
the problem I’ve always had with just passing
some sort of a tax to cover the uninsured
is that you just build in all the inefficiencies
into the system and you force the people who
are already—many of whom are already pay-
ing more than their fair share for health care
to pay for everybody else’s health care as
well, without knowing whether they’re going
to pay their fair share.

So there are a lot of people, good people,
who agree with the proposal that you have
outlined. But I’m just reluctant to embrace
it until I believe we’ve done more to build
in some competitive pressures to take waste
out of the system and to make sure the peo-
ple who can pay their own way are doing
their own part before we ask the rest of
Americans to do anything for them.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. at the
Statler Tower Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Steve Smith, club president; Mayor Mi-
chael R. White of Cleveland; Representative Eric
Fingerhut; King Hussein of Jordan; Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel; and President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring
Representative Tom Sawyer in
Akron, Ohio
October 24, 1994

Thank you. Thank you so much for being
so enthusiastic. I thank Congressman Sawyer
and Joyce and Mayor Plusquellic and Deputy
Mayor Jackson. Thank you for helping us get
through this today. Bless you. Joel and Susan
Hyatt and our wonderful Senators here,
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Howard Metzenbaum and John Glenn. I’m
glad to be here with all of you.

The last two times I’ve been to Akron, I’ve
been in two of the most interesting buildings
I’ve ever been in. You know, we had the cam-
paign rally in the air dock. Do you remember
that? I am sure—it was really good for me.
It was calculated both to make me ecstatic
and to keep me humble because we were
ecstatic that we had 50,000 people there and
humbled that the building was 80 percent
empty. [Laughter] It was amazing. And this
place is magnificent and a great treasure for
you. And I’m honored to be here.

I’ve had a great day today with Tom al-
ready. We’ve been to Inventure Place. And
I’m looking forward to coming back when
the Inventure Place is open, full of inventions
that I can come play with.

As all of you know, I am here in behalf
of Tom Sawyer tonight and in behalf of Joel
Hyatt and so many others who want to make
this country a better place. I have much to
be grateful for in the incredible contribution
and support that Senator Glenn and Senator
Metzenbaum have provided. And I want to
thank them, as well.

You know, this is an unusual election. I
think that’s putting it mildly. [Laughter] I
went to Washington 21 months ago with a
charge from you to try to change this country,
to try to get America into the 21st century
able to compete and win, to rebuild the
American dream, to help us go through this
period of remarkable change in a way that
would bring this country and our people out
on top, to forge a new partnership between
our National Government and our citizens
and our businesses, not with the Government
pretending to be able to solve all the prob-
lems or with the Government sitting on the
sidelines but walking hand-in-hand into a
brighter and better future.

And I committed to you that I’d try to do
three things if you voted for me: I’d try to
make the Government work for ordinary
Americans again, to reward work and family,
to make a serious stab in the fight against
crime and our social problems, and to build
up the strength of our people; I’d try to bring
back the economy, to reduce the deficit and
increase jobs and move us forward; I’d try
to make the world a more prosperous and

a more peaceful place. And I leave it to you
to decide how well we’ve done. But here are
the facts, thanks to the leadership of the peo-
ple on this stage.

We passed the family and medical leave
law. It helped almost a million people in this
State to take a little time off when they need
it. We passed an expansion of Head Start and
immunizations for all children under the age
of 2 by 1996. We gave tax relief to a half
a million Ohio families who have children
in the home, work full-time, but are just
above the poverty line because we don’t
think anybody who’s working full time and
raising their kids should fail and should be
in poverty. We think people should succeed
as workers and succeed as parents. That’s re-
warding work and family.

We passed the Brady bill and the crime
bill to make a serious assault on crime. And
I might say, I want to thank the mayor for
his support. I want to thank the Congressman
for his support. And I want you to know that
I signed that bill only about 3 weeks ago,
and the city of Akron has already received
assistance to hire more police officers to go
on the street, to lower the crime rate here
in Akron because of the crime bill.

And perhaps most important, and thanks
in no small part to Tom Sawyer, we have
begun to give the American people the kind
of educational help they need to develop a
system of lifetime learning, so that when
places like Akron get hit with what you faced
in the 1980’s again, we will have a system
that will enable people to continuously learn
and relearn new skills from the get-go so we
will not have to pass through a dark night
of despair.

Congressman Sawyer deserves reelection
if for no other reason than his contribution
to this education Congress. In 1991 he was
the principal sponsor of the National Literacy
Act. Look what happened in this Congress.
We expanded Head Start. We passed the
Goals 2000 legislation to establish national
education goals but to support grassroots re-
form because we know he knows, since Joyce
is a teacher—[applause]—yes, you can clap
for her, she probably deserves more credit
than the rest of us do. This is a very impor-
tant point. For the first time in a long time,
the Federal Government recognized that the
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magic of education occurs in the classroom,
between the teacher and the parents and the
students. That’s what works. And we passed
the elementary and secondary education bill
which cuts out all kinds of Federal rules and
regulations and lets the schools decide how
best to spend Federal money to make sure
all of our children learn. It is a very important
piece of legislation.

We passed legislation to help make our
schools safer, to give schools the opportunity
to get together with grassroots community
leaders and decide what basic values of citi-
zenship and character they want to teach in
the school and not run away from that but
run toward it to give all of our kids a common
foundation of good citizenship. We passed
legislation to have every State in the country
set up a national system, State by State, of
apprenticeships for young people who don’t
go to college but want to get good jobs. And
finally, we made 20 million Americans eligi-
ble for lower interest, longer-term college
loans so the middle class of this country need
never walk away from a college education
again. And he was a leader in all that.

On the economy, as I told the Cleveland
City Club today, we brought the deficit
down, we increased investment in new tech-
nologies and in education and training.
We’ve had 4.6 million new jobs. The unem-
ployment rate in Ohio has dropped 11⁄2 per-
cent since I have been President. Ninety per-
cent of those jobs are in the private sector.
And this year, here’s the real good news, for
the first time in a very long time more than
half the new jobs coming into the American
economy were above the national average in
wages, above the national average.

If you look at the world, this is a more
prosperous and peaceful place. We passed
NAFTA. We negotiated the GATT world
trade agreement. We are reaching out to
Asia. We are reaching out to Latin America.
We took controls off all kinds of exports so
we could sell more high-tech products. We
are reaching out to the rest of the world. And
this is plainly a more peaceful place because
of what the United States has been involved
in. For the first time since nuclear weapons
were developed, no Russian missiles are
pointed at the children of Ohio and the
United States this year. We are leading the

fight for democracy in Haiti, for freedom in
the Persian Gulf, for an end to the war in
Northern Ireland, and yes, for peace in the
Middle East. The United States is making
this world a more peaceful place.

We’ve got a long way to go, folks. And
we’ve got a lot of problems to solve. But this
country’s in better shape than it was 21
months ago, and you should reward the peo-
ple who are helping.

Now, here’s the real rub. If all this is true,
why aren’t we happier? What is going on
here? I’ll tell you one thing, one thing Thom-
as—I mean, Mark Twain once said that the
American people—[laughter]—I started to
say Tom Sawyer. Maybe it was Huck Finn.
Maybe it was old Jim. [Laughter] But Mark
Twain once said, ‘‘You know, the American
people should never have to see two things,
sausages and laws being made.’’ And some-
times I think all we do is concentrate on the
negative. And then there are people in this
country today who only communicate with
us through what is known as attack journal-
ism, unconstrained by the facts, designed to
destroy arguments, credibility, to make peo-
ple more cynical, to get them upset. And to
be fair, our opponents have had more time
to badmouth than we have had to defend,
because we’ve been working. And when
they’re not trying to help, they have a lot
of free time. [Applause] That’s right.

What do they offer? I want you to think
about this. When you think about Joel Hyatt
and his opponent for the Senate—and you
ask John Glenn and Howard Metzenbaum
if I’m not telling the truth. I want you to
think about this, what have they offered?
They have offered ‘‘No.’’ Right? They all
voted against the middle class college loans.
They voted against the tax relief to working
people. Their leaders tried to beat and mostly
voted against the family leave law, the Brady
bill. They did everything they could do to
kill the crime bill. They said no.

And at the end of this session of Con-
gress—this is important, because they just
stepped on things important to our country
and to your legislators—they decided that
they would kill every living thing they could.
Right before they decided that, we did get
through John Glenn’s procurement bill to
change the way the Government buys things.
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We’re going to save hundreds of millions of
dollars—no more $500 hammers, no more
$50 ashtrays—thanks to Senator Glenn.

But then they decided they would say no.
And they brought up the filibuster, which
means 41 Senators can kill anything the rest
of America wants. They killed campaign fi-
nance reform. They killed lobby reform that
a freshman Congressman from Ohio, Eric
Fingerhut, had so much to do with. He ought
to be reelected, if for no other reason than
carrying on this courageous fight to reform
the lobbying practices in Washington, DC.

They killed all the environmental legisla-
tion. They even killed the Superfund bill.
You know, the Superfund bill, folks, is de-
signed to clean up toxic waste dumps. I want
you to listen to this. You think about this
every time you think about Joel Hyatt and
his opponent between now and election day,
his opponent who said he can’t wait to get
up there and get in with that crowd so he
can stop things, too. Now the Superfund bill
was supported by the chemical companies,
by the labor unions, and the Sierra Club.
They’ve never been for anything together be-
fore. [Laughter] You could not get that crowd
to agree on when the Sun’s coming up tomor-
row morning. But they were for this. As a
matter of fact, no one in America was against
the Superfund bill except more than 40 Re-
publican Senators. And why were they
against it? Because they would have rather
left the poison in the ground than let Tom
Sawyer come home to Akron and tell you
he helped to clean it up. That is wrong, and
we should stop it. That is wrong.

And if you don’t like what they did to kill
campaign finance reform, lobby reform, the
Superfund bill, all the other environmental
legislation, you have a way to send the mes-
sage. You can send Tom Sawyer back to the
House, and you can send Joel Hyatt to the
United States Senate. And you will tell the
American people that Ohio wants things to
be done, not things to be stopped.

Now let me just say this. Today in Cleve-
land, I had the opportunity to engage a Mem-
ber of the House of the other party and his
administrative assistant, who apparently by
lottery out of hundreds of people drew ques-
tions one and two to get to ask me—[laugh-
ter]—and it was fine, but they wanted to talk

about their contract for America and to com-
plain that I had called it a contract on Amer-
ica. And they said, ‘‘Well, there are things
in this contract that you like; you’re for the
line-item veto.’’ And I am. ‘‘You’re for wel-
fare reform.’’ I am, I sent legislation to Con-
gress in March to change the whole welfare
system and move people from welfare to
work. ‘‘You’re for giving more tax relief to
the middle class. You’re for shrinking the
Government. Why aren’t you for our con-
tract?’’ I want you to know why. That was
a very clever question they asked. They took
all the popular things out of their contract.
But what their contract does is to promise
a huge tax cut, a big defense increase, an
increase in Star Wars, and a balanced budget.
And when I said, ‘‘Well, how are you all going
to pay for this?’’ They said, ‘‘Well, we’ll tell
you that after the election.’’ [Laughter]

It’s a trillion dollar promise they’ve made.
And it sounds familiar doesn’t it? ‘‘Vote for
me. I’ll cut your taxes, raise spending, and
balance the budget, with no consequences.’’
We tried that once. It didn’t work out too
well.

You know what it means. It means we’re
going to explode the deficit after we got it
down, coming down 3 years in a row for the
first time since Truman was President. It
means that we are going to ship our jobs
overseas. It means we’re going to have to gut
a lot of programs. They specifically call for
cutting the college loan program 3 years in
a row, when we need more kids going to col-
lege, not fewer. This is a bad idea, this con-
tract. This is a bad idea.

So what is going on? We don’t want to
go back. We need to go forward. We don’t
want to reward the blame crowd. We want
to reward the crowd that wants to take re-
sponsibility for this country. We want to re-
ward people that want to empower Ameri-
cans, not people that want to grab power by
telling us what we want to hear. Shoot, I’d
like to promise you a trillion dollars’ worth
of stuff. It’s 2 weeks before the election. I
mean, we could have a good time on a trillion
dollars worth of hot checks. [Laughter] But
it would be wrong. She would pay the bill.
We would set up the risk of setting us right
back where we were in the trickle-down
eighties. It would be wrong. You need to
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think about this in terms of what you do be-
tween now and the election for Senator and
Congressman.

You know, if Tom Sawyer were a Repub-
lican running for reelection and he had
voted—[laughter]—now, listen, this is seri-
ous because you—we’re preaching to the
saved here; you’ve got to go out and con-
vert—[laughter]—so you need to listen to
this. If he were a Republican running for re-
election who had voted to reduce the Federal
Government to its smallest size since Ken-
nedy was President, to give us 3 years of defi-
cit reduction for the first time since Truman
was President, for the toughest crime bill in
the history of the country, and for economic
policies that literally exploded the economy
and drove down unemployment in Akron and
throughout Ohio, the Republican Party
would be building a statue to him and saying
no one should run against him. That’s what
they should be doing anyway because that’s
what he voted for. Now, that’s the truth.

So what is all this rhetoric? It’s just a bunch
of stuff. But if you talk loud enough, long
enough, and people are upset enough, maybe
it gets across. I want you to think about this.
This is the last point I want to make, because
I want you to do something besides stand
here and cheer me. I like that, and it’s a new
experience for me, having been in Washing-
ton—[laughter]—but that’s not what I want
you to do. I want you to think about all your
friends and neighbors in Ohio who don’t have
their minds made up or even think maybe
they’re going to vote against the Congress-
men or not vote for Joel or anybody else you
know in these other districts, like young Mr.
Fingerhut who has done so much.

I want you to think about this. I got to
thinking, what’s my job like today, and is it
like any job I ever held before? And I
thought, well, you know, I’ve done a lot of
things for a living. I mean, from the time
I was a little kid, I’ve worked in a grocery
store; I had a wholesale comic book business;
I’ve mowed lawns, cleared land, built houses.
I mean, I’ve done a lot of different things.
I was a Governor. And I thought, well, maybe
it’s like being a Governor, but it’s not really.

The job that I think I should be doing now
that is most like what I’ve done before was
something I didn’t make money for. It was
when I was in junior and senior high school.
When I was in little clubs, we would raise
money by doing car washes. And I was the
guy that liked to clean the windshield. That’s
about what I need to do today.

You think about that. If you’re driving a
car and the windshield is real dirty, it could
be sunshine outside and you’d think it was
about to storm. It could be clear way ahead,
and you would think that there are all kind
of obstacles in the way. Or there could be
a real obstacle in the way, and you’d run
smack dab into it because you couldn’t see
it. That’s where we are in America today. We
need to clean the windshield off. We need
to turn the lights on in this country. This is
a very great country, and we are moving in
the right direction. And we need to reward
that, not punish it. And that’s what you need
to do. That’s what you need to do.

So I want you to think about that. And
I want you to clean the windows for Tom
Sawyer and clean the windows for Joel Hyatt.
Most importantly of all, clean the windows
for your fellow Ohioans and your fellow
Americans. You cannot blame people for
being torn up and upset. Look at how they
get their information and what they hear. Go
out and find people that you know and tell
them to take a deep breath. Tell them a joke;
buy them a cup of coffee; get them to where
they think. And remember that even parents
don’t let their children make decisions when
they are angry. You almost always make a
mistake. And imagine that between now and
November 8th, everybody you see is an op-
portunity for you to clean the windshield and
turn the lights on. America deserves it, and
so do you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. at the
Akron Civic Theater. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Donald L. Plusquellic and Deputy
Mayor for Intergovernmental Relations Dorothy
Jackson of Akron.
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Statement on the Presidential
Election in the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia

October 24, 1994

I congratulate President Gligorov on his
election to a second term as President of his
country. Under his able leadership, I am con-
fident the Former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia will continue on its path toward full
integration into the international community
of nations. The Former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia has upheld the principles of
democracy and has courageously embarked
on a bold program of economic reform and
renewal. Despite strong external economic
pressures which have caused great hardship,
President Gligorov and his countrymen have
shown a determination to continue on the
path to free market democracy.

I am pleased that international observers
to the recent elections concluded that the
first round of elections were conducted in
an overall free and fair manner. The second
round of parliamentary elections, scheduled
for the end of this month, will be the next
important step in the FYROM’s democratic
development. It is our hope that they will
take place in a free and peaceful environ-
ment.

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia’s peaceful political and economic de-
velopment is essential to stability in the Bal-
kans. The United States has taken numerous
steps to support that development, including
sending U.S. troops to participate in a U.N.
peacekeeping mission there, establishing a li-
aison office in Skopje, and increasing our
economic assistance under the SEED pro-
gram in fiscal year 1995. I have instructed
my Special Envoy, Matthew Nimetz, to re-
double his efforts in the weeks ahead, in tan-
dem with U.N. mediator Cyrus Vance, to
help Skopje and Athens resolve their dif-
ferences. We will continue to work with
other friends of the Former Yugoslav Repub-
lic of Macedonia in the months ahead to try
to help bridge the country’s balance-of-pay-
ments gap so that programs prepared by the
IMF and World Bank can go forward.

Proclamation 6748—National
Consumers Week, 1994
October 24, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American marketplace is the great en-

gine of our free enterprise system. Ever-ex-
panding as it evolves in response to consumer
needs and desires, it inspires technological
innovation and the development of new
products and services, and it rewards effi-
ciency and productivity. The framers of our
Constitution sought to establish a free market
in which competition, ingenuity, and produc-
tivity would flourish. Today, it is more appar-
ent than ever that their intent has been real-
ized—Americans can choose from the great-
est variety of goods and services in the history
of the world.

This extraordinary economic machine
works most efficiently when we as consumers
are at the controls: when our choices and de-
cisions, our requirements and collective will
determine the direction and the workings of
the marketplace. But individuals and the Na-
tion’s economy suffer when products and
services are ineffective, inferior, or unsafe;
when prices are unfair; and when consumer
needs for reliable information and protection
are unmet. If such abuses were to become
common, the consequent loss of faith in our
free market system would jeopardize our
American way of life.

On March 15, 1962, President John F.
Kennedy acknowledged the centrality of con-
sumers in our marketplace in his Special
Message to Congress on Protecting the Con-
sumer Interest.

The Federal Government—by nature
the highest spokesman for all the peo-
ple—has a special obligation to be alert
to the consumer’s needs and to advance
the consumer’s interests.

Since then, what has come to be called
the Consumer Bill of Rights has evolved as
our marketplace has evolved. At present, it
includes:

(1) The Right to Safety—the right to ex-
pect that the consumer’s health, safety, and
financial security will be protected effectively
in the marketplace;
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